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ABSTRACT

Cyperus pilosus Vahl is widely distributed in tropical or subtropical areas of the Old World (KUkenthal

1935-1936). It is a commonweed of rice in Asia (McGivney 1938; Bryson & Carter 2008) and is known

from Hawaii based upon a single historical collection made in 1916 (Wagner et al. 1999). Cyperus pilosus was

first reported in the continental United States from Louisiana, where it was apparently introduced from Asia

as a contaminant of rice seed (O'Neill 1938). Subsequently, it has been reported from Florida (Burkhalter

1985), Mississippi (Bryson & Carter 1992), South Carolina (Tucker et al. 2002), and Georgia (Carter et al.

2009). Cyperus pilosus inhabits hydric soils of wet ditches, rice fields, edges of ponds, and wetlands. It has

not previously been reported from Texas (Jones et al. 1997; Tucker et al. 2002; Diggs et al. 2006), and the

nearest mapped locality is in nearby Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana (Thomas & Allen 1993).

The specific epithet pilosus is descriptive of the hispidulous rachis. The species is illustrated in Figure

1. If inserted in the key to Cyperus immediately after the first lead of couplet 8 on page 1133 in Diggs et al.

(2006), the following couplet will enable the identification of C. pilosus in eastern Texas.

d rhizomes; culm subterete to obtusely ti
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